
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Christian Church        

Newsletter.  February-March 2021 

                                                  

 

We wish you, all 

the blessings of 

the Lord’s 

loving presence 

and wise care 

throughout the 

coming year. 

AN INVITATION TO YOU ALL. As you know the Church will be holding its final 

service at Ballarat St on FEBRUARY 28th. This is sad, but it is also an occasion 

to celebrate the many lives that the Lord has affected during the past 55 

years under its roof.  After the service we are holding a special shared 

morning tea so if you can come please bring a plate. It will be an opportunity 

to reminisce, and choose any items you might like to take as mementos, 

such as books and even a pew. 

The Future:- At the moment we have no clear picture of what the future 

holds for our church community. To help give the committee a sense of 

what people would like, we are holding a SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING on the 

previous Sunday FEBRUARY 21st at 10 am. Morning Tea will be provided. The 

committee will also be submitting a motion that, ‘This meeting endorses the 

Auckland Society of the New Church investing in a real estate property’ 

After the meeting we would appreciate help in clearing cupboards. 

 

 



While on holiday some of our family tried 

throwing pots. After they had finished they 

kept one piece to be glazed and fired   

They then squashed their other pots back 

to a lump of clay. 
 

Watching this happen reminded me of the Lord teaching us that He is 

our potter and we are like clay. The sort of vessel we become depends 

on whether we allow the Lord to mould our life, or whether  we 

believe we can manage without Him.  

We are all vessels of the Lord’s life, but the quality of the clay we are 

made from depends on how much we love truth because it is true and 

good because it is good.  This is different to loving them from self-

interest.  

There may be times in our life when we are in despair and unsure of 

our future. These times feel as though the Lord has squashed our life 

back to where it began from. It feels a bit like this with our Church 

community having to make a new start. It is happening with many 

institutions dealing with the challenges of Covid . The implosion of our 

hopes and dreams is only done so that the potter can create a more 

loving and wiser way of being. 

The image of the potter gives us reassurance that if we are willing to 

look to the Lord and be guided by His truths, He can create in us a 

wiser, more courageous and trusting person.  The vessel which is our 

life will become sound and strong, containing things of beauty and joy 

to share with others.  

These wonderful images the Lord shares can be found in Jeremiah 

18:1-6, and Isaiah 29:16; 45:9.    

But now, O Lord, you are our Father: we are the clay, and you are our 

potter; we are all the work of your hands.’ Isaiah 64:8 



Do notice the differences in touch which the potter uses. At 

first it is strong but at the end it is very delicate. So it is with 

the Lord. At first we feel we are being strongly moulded. But as 

the bond forms we become more sensitive to His prompting as 

He delicately puts the finishing touches to His work. 

May we have confidence in, and be sensitive to our potter’s touch 

during the coming year.  

 John. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

        57 YEARS AGO       1.the roof timbers,   2.cedar board roof cladding,                            

3.two young  ladies painting.          All well before health and safety.  

Our good wishes to Sharon Keal as she looks for a flat for herself. 

Our thought and prayers will be with Sarah (nee Keal) and Darone Diamond as 

they await the birth of their first precious diamond in February. Denis and Lis are 

the expectant grandparents.  

 



  February           

7th  Worship/ Holy Supper/Sunday School 10.am. Richard 

21st No worship but SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING TO DISCUSS 
FUTURE and a notice of motion. 10am. 

28th A service of thanksgiving for 55 years of church life at Ballarat 
Street. 10am followed by a morning tea. Please bring a plate. 

 

 
Internet Resources :-        

 www.swedenborg.com         www.newchristianbiblestudy.org     

www.youtube.com/user/offTheLeftEye.                           

www.swedenborg.org.uk/    www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk  
www.spiritualwisdompublishing.co.uk/ www.swedenborgdigitallibrary.org 

 

February GREETERS FLOWERS REFRESHMENTS 

7th Jonathan Lis Jenny S 

21st All welcome  Shared 

28th David Jenny S           Shared 

The New Christian Church in New Zealand  ( Auckland Society of the New Church)   

          5 Ballarat St, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051     Phone:  09 579 6819 

               www.newchurch.org.nz  and  www.newlight.nz 

Contacts 
        Pastoral Services                         Rev John Sutton (retired)                    (09) 419 7509 
                                                                Rev Richard Keyworth (retired)          021 149 4020 

       Society President                          Rev John Sutton                                    (09) 419 7509                               
       Secretary /Treasurer                    Lis Keal                                                    (09) 816 9381  
        
       Swedenborg Enquiry Centre   Please contact Lis or John.                 
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